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working-class families lose their homes due to subprime 

mortgages, and too many of our jobs being shipped over-

seas or due to more American companies closing up shop. 

 

But we need you to bring this change.  We need you to 

walk your precinct, phone bank, talk to your neighbors and 

friends, sign wave - you name it.  Do you really want to 

wake up on November 5th to four more years 

of George Bush-like policies?  I didnôt think 

so.  Iôll do my part.  Please join me in doing 

yours. 

 

 

 October Meeting Features Rally, 

Guest Speakers, and GOTV Efforts 
 

 Thanks to the hard work of Kathryn Lewis, 

Bernadette Laqueur, and Noah Burgher, our 

October meeting will be not only serve as a 

rally for the general election, but learn about what exact 

efforts you can help on to get us over the top in November.  

We have exciting speaker lined up for the meeting and 

weôre also giving away special prizes.  Iôm looking forward 

to seeing you on October 16th. 

Next Membership Meeting : 

Olympic View Elementary  

Thursday, October 16th  

7:00 PM  Social  

7:30 PM  Mtg Begins  

Change is Coming 

 - But We Need You to Make It Happen - 
 

Sixteen years ago I was a senior at the University of Wash-

ington Business School.  I grew up under the Reagan years 

in rural Moses Lake, watching the nationôs deficit sky-

rocket, seeing his policies punish the poor and 

benefit the wealthy, and I was glued to the tele-

vision during the Iran-Contra hearings.  I knew 

then I was a Democrat and proudly cast my first 

vote for President in 1988 for Michael Dukakis.  

But in 1992, things felt different.  On campus, 

the buzz that ñchange was comingò was so   

exciting as the UW Young Democrats hosted Al 

Gore in The Quad and Iôll never forget the    

excitement as thousands of Seattleites went to 

Pikeôs Market to witness Bill Clinton give an 

amazing speech and rally us on the verge of his 

upcoming election victory. 

 

Barack Obamaôs and Joe Bidenôs campaign has brought 

that same buzz and excitement to Seattle and the nation in 

2008.  Americans are tired of seeing our record-breaking 

profits for oil companies, our economy in shambles due to 

George W. Bushôs handling of the economy, too many 

 NOTES FROM THE CHAIR  

Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Thursday, October  16th  
Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE  

 

Program:  
 

ELECTION RALLY & GOTV ACTIVITIES  

46th Legislative District Democrats  
www.46DEMS.com  

October 2008  
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46th District Executive Board Members  
 

Chair:   

Javier Valdez (548-9510)  airjav@msn.com 

 

First Vice Chair:  

Jan Ames (525-7387)  janames@nwlink.com 

 

Vice Chair (Membership):  

Betty Means (523-5702)  bmeans56@comcast.net 

 

Vice Chair (Program):  

Gerry Pollet (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

Secretary:  

Stan Sorscher (522-7660)  sorscher@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer:  

Donna Boysen (816-2857)  dmboysen@hotmail.com 

 

State Committee Man:  

John Webber (365-0741)  john.p.webber@comcast.net 

State Committee Woman:  

Janet Miller (528-0078)  gerry-pollet@msn.com 

 

King County Male Delegate:  

Chad Lupkes  (440-1592)  chadlupkes@gmail.com 

King County Male Delegate Alternate:  

Matthew McSheehy 

matthew@mcsheehy.com 

 

King County Female Delegate:  

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829)  sarajane3h@comcast.net 

King County Female Alternate:  

Sylvia Haven (522-3943)  sylviahaven@mac.com 

 

Sergeant at Arms:  

Barbara Whitt  (729-7410)  barbara@whitts-end.com 

 

At Large Members:  

Pat Emerson (527-1613)  patemerson2906@comcast.net 

Dean Fournier  (364-4539)  marydeanf@cs.com 

Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911)  blaqueur@comcast.net 

Justin Simmons (736-9882)   rehcana@yahoo.com 

Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net 

 

Next Demogram Deadline:  October 29, 2008 
 

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!  

Please check our Website for all the 

latest information, meeting minutes, and 

calendars:  www.46dems.com  

 

Save a Tree, 

Go Online 
 

An online version 
(in COLOR) of 

the  
Demogram  

is available by 
sending your 

email address to: 
 

demogram 
@hotmail.com 

 

Tribute to Jeff Douthwaite 
 

 Jeff Douthwaite claimed he was an idealis-
tic liberal and proud of it.  And he lived his life 
according to his claim.  He died September 17 
from cancer.   
 Jeff was a PCO in precinct 1967, a Wash-
ington State legislator from 1971-1979, and a pro-
fessor in the Engineering Department at the Uni-
versity of Washington.   He was opinionated, inde-
pendent, a voracious reader, witty, a champion of 
human rights and the underdog, passionate about 
the environment, willing to take a stand on un-
popular issues, and always ready to write a Letter 
to the Editor on whatever issue was bothering 
him.   
 One of Jeffõs books, òA Lively Legislative 
Life,ó is a fun, easy-to-read account of his experi-
ences within the Washington State Legislature for 
nine years.  The People Index at the end of his 
book reads like a Who Was Who in the Legislature 
in the 1970s.   
 A memorial celebration of Jeffõs life was 
held September 28 on the University of Washing-
ton campus.  Jeff will be missed. 

 

Paid for by Friends for Jason Osgood  
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In Case You Missed Ité. 
 

By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair 

The September meeting of the 46th District Democrats 

included a tribute to the late Jeff Douthwaite, approval of 

additional campaign contributions, defeat of a resolution on 

the Viaduct Removal, endorsement of the Seattle Parks and 

Green Spaces levy, a report on the Port of Seattle audit and 

reform, and planning for get-out-the-vote activities for the 

November 4 general election. 

Campaign Co-Chair Kathryn Lewis led the Pledge of 

Allegiance after Vice-Chair Jan Ames called the meeting to 

order.  Bernadette Laqueur, after mentioning that only 47 

days are left to make a huge change in the upcoming election, 

reported that Obama yard signs will be available in her garage 

for $10.  Deb Blakeslee, from Alliance of People with 

Disabilities, invited those present to observe a display of an 

electronic accessible voting unit at the back of the room. 

Ames reported that Jeff Douthwaite, retired Engineering 

Professor at the University of Washington, long-time liberal, 

State Representative from 1971-1979 in what was then the 43rd 

District, and PCO in Precinct 1967, had died September 17.  

The group observed a moment of silence. 

Treasurer Donna Boysen reported a current balance of 

$9,547.  A first round of campaign contributions totaling 

$6,500 was approved by the membership at the August 

meeting.  The Executive Board recommended a second round 

of expenditures, totaling $3,700, as follows: 

$750 to State Senate Campaign Committee 

$750 to State House Campaign Committee 

$500 to Peter Goldmark for Commissioner of Public Lands 

$500 to John Ladenburg for Attorney General 

$500 to Jim McIntire for State Treasurer 

$200 to Jason Osgood for Secretary of State 

$500 for get-out-the-vote materials for use in the 46th District 

Budget carry-over to 2009 is projected to be $5,000.  In view 

of the large turnout expected in the general election, the 

budget also includes doubling the number of sample ballots 

available. The recommendation was passed unanimously. 

A resolution on the Viaduct Removal, which had been tabled 

at the August meeting for consideration at the September 

meeting, was debated.  The resolution failed 19 to 46.  

Membership Chair Betty Means reported that membership 

reached an all-time high of 834, surpassing the former high-

water mark of 821.  The 2009 membership drive will begin in 

October. 

State Committee Woman Janet Miller and State 

Committee Man John Webber reported that Howard Dean 

had fired up the crowd when he spoke at the recent State 

Committee meeting.  Randy Dorn had previously won 

endorsement over current Superintendent of Public 

Instruction Terry Bergeson, and a motion to consider a dual 

endorsement failed.  King County Chair Suzie Sheary is 

heading a review of the caucus cycle, as the result of a State 

Convention resolution. 

King County Representative Chad Lupkes reported that the 

PCO election results had been pulled temporarily from the 

King County website because of so many non-matches 

between PCO name and number. 

Scott White and Gerry Pollet spoke in support of Seattle 

Proposition 2 on Parks and Green Spaces Levy, while Jorgen 

Bader spoke against the endorsement.  The body voted to 

endorse the levy. 

Port of Seattle Commissioner Lloyd Hara talked about the 

Port audit last December, an audit that had 51 

recommendations from the State Auditor.  Hara said that the 

Port needs to come under greater oversight and that the former 

Port Commission had abdicated its oversight of the CEO.  

New CEO Tay Yoshitani has a different approach.  The 

current Commission has revised the delegation of authority to 

Commission review, has adopted a new code of ethics, and is 

requiring greater accountability and public outreach.  

Commissioner Hara answered several questions from the 

audience. 

Good of the order included an announcement that Richard 

Hayes Phillips, author of Witness to a Crime, would speak at 

Olympic View Church September 19 about the theft of the 

2004 presidential election. 

The body defeated a motion to suspend the rules to consider a 

resolution on the Building Industry Association of Washington 

(BIAW) before the members broke up into regional groups to 

organize get-out-the-vote activities. 

Campaign Co-Chairs Noah Burgher and Kathryn Lewis 

gave an overview of current get-out-the-vote activities, as well 

as information on whatôs planned for the coming 47 days.  Key 

dates include registration activities through October 4, get-out-

the vote efforts from October 5-November 4, and literature 

distribution before the election, with the final push November 

1 through November 4.  Members then broke up into 16 

regional groups in order to make specific plans for each 

region. 

The group came back together as a body to consider the 

motion to discuss the resolution on the BIAW.  A motion was 

made to suspend the rules to discuss the resolution, because of 

the urgency to have the Attorney General investigated and 

punished before the election.  The motion failed. 

For more details, look at Substitute Secretary Sarajane 

Siegfriedtôs minutes once they are posted at 46dems.com. 



 

4 

46th LD Members in and about the Community 

 

On, Wednesday, Sept. 24, 46th District Executive Board Member Justin Simmons was elected President of the 
Metropolitan Democratic Club (MDC) in a close race for leadership of the venerable and still influential 50+ 
year-old organization.  Justin is the latest President in a line that includes Pat Emerson, David Sprague, Nick Licata, 
Brock Adams, and Pete Francis.  MDC meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month at the noon 
hour in downtown Seattle, and all 46th District members are invited and encouraged to attend and participate!  For 
more information, please visit www.metrodems.org  
 

It was no surprise to see Jason Osgood among those who attended Richard Phillipõs September 19th book talk at 
Olympic View Church. The book: Witness to a Crime: A Citizensõ Audit of an American Election has special perti-
nence to Jasonõs race for Secretary of State and his efforts for voter integrity. 
 

46th District member Patricia Boikoõs film The Corporalõs Diary enjoyed a successful run at the Grand Illusion thea-
ter in the U District this month. It documents in video and journal entry 37 days of 22 year old Jonathan Santos ser-
vice in Iraq. On day 38 he was killed. You may remember when she brought her video The Corporalõs Boots to our 
general meeting two years ago. 
 

Hats off Department: 
 To neighborhood leader Virginia Rankin who has really stirred the grassroots in her area for the Obama 
campaign. She claims itõs in her blood as the third generation female activist in her family. 
 To Kathryn Lewis who led the voter registration drive at Target where she and her volunteers averaged 
over 200 new voter registrations per weekend; 
 

 To Susan Glenn and Jim Gregory who distributed 1,000 Obama/Biden bumper stickers at local grocery 
store parking lots; 
 

 To Eileen Pollet who organized fellow high school students to wear special Obama T-shirts while they 
campaign in the district; 
 

 These folks are among the many in the 46th who care desperately about the coming election and are willing to 

give time and energy to make it happen. 

 

SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE SEEN    ON    THE    SCENE   
 

by Sylvia Haven 

Meet Your Board Member:   
Donna Boysen  

 

D 
onna moved into the 46h District in early 2006 and loves all that the area 
has to offer.  Her work as Treasurer has allowed her to use her project man-
agement skills that sheõs developed during her career as a consultant on 
clean energy and climate change.  Over the years, her work has allowed her 

to travel to countries such as India, Bangladesh, South Africa, Afghanistan and Haiti, 
broadening her understanding of the people and politics of other countries.  Sheõs also 
vacationed abroad to parts of Egypt, Nepal and Tanzania, and has trekked to the base 
camp of Mt. Everest as well as the peak of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  These days, Donna prefers 
the excitement of Seattle and the Northwest, taking-in the sites of the region with her partner, Judith. 

http://www.metrodems.org/

