46th Legislative District Democrats April 2008

www.46DEMS.com

Next Membership Meeting _:
Olympic View Elementary
Thursday, April 17th

7:00 PM Social

7:30 PM Mtg Begins

o NOTES FROM THE CHAIR o

New Member and PCO Welcoming Info. Sessior Please Renew Your Membership Dues
- Old Timers Welcome Too!-

PCO, and how you can volunteer and get involved to get | currently scheduled for June.
Democrats elected locally and statewide.

Top Two Primary Update

Convention on the Horizon
Many of you have contacted me about what the

u. S. Supreme Courtds
means and what will its impact be here in the 4¢
District, especially since there is going to be an
open State House seat here in 2008. David
McDonald, the lead attorney for the State Demc
ratic Party on this issue, and a member of the 4
has written an article highlighting what has take:
place (see page 6). As decisions begin to unfold and how t
decisions would take effect on our nominating and endorse
process here in the 46th District, please visit our web site
(www.46dems.com) for any breaking news.

at our website at www.46dems.com.

For those of you who have not renewed your 2008 membership
Prior to our regular membership meeting on April 17th, fron dues, enclosed you will find a remit to do so. Your membership
7:00 to 7:30 p.m., we will be hosting an informational dues are the backbone of our budget and enables our District
welcoming session for all new members and PCOs. tiomg | organization to do things it needs to do to get Democrats eledted
members and PCOs are al so Wsdbui@ 6uf grassPootdrgarfizatién. Plus!ybuP gaitl dubs&fived
to learn more about the organization, what it means to be a| you the opportunity to vote at our endorsement meeting, whidh is

Congressional Caucuses and State

BY th&titn& thi$ eWsRtter reaches you, our
Legislative District Caucus on April 5th will be
over- and we will have elected 60 Delegates an:ﬂ

30 Alternates to attend the Congressional Cauclises
on May 17th and the State Convention in Spokahe
in June. Remember, if you are planning to run fpr a
National Delegate slot at your Congressional
’rict Caucus, the State Party must receive your Declaration of
éﬂ’id|dacy form by 5:00 p.m., May 2nd. You can find the form

Next General Membership Meeting

b o * Thursday, April 17th
7:00 New Member & PCO Welcoming Info. Session
w 7:30 p.m. Meeting Begins
Olympic View Elem. School ~ NE 95th St. & 8th Ave. NE
‘* Program :
: : What 6s the Latest News on
46th District and
DEMOCRATS How to Get Involved in the Neighborhood Challenge
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46th District Executive Board Members

Chair:
Javier Valdez (548-9510) airjav@msn.com

First Vice Chair:
Jan Ames (525-7387) janames@nwlink.com

Vice Chair (Membership):
Betty Means (523-5702) bmeans56@comcast.net

Vice Chair (Program):
Gerry Pollet (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com

Secretary:
Stan Sorscher (522-7660) sorscher@comcast.net

Treasurer:
Donna Boysen (816-2857) dmboysen@hotmail.com

State Committee Man:

John Webber (365-0741) jpwebber@verizon.net
State Committee Woman:

Janet Miller (528-0078) gerry-pollet@msn.com

King County Male Delegate:

Chad Lupkes (440-1592) chadlupkes@gmail.com
King County Male Delegate Alternate:

Mike Thompson (522-8184)
michaeljthompson@comcast.net

King County Female Delegate:

Sarajane Siegfriedt (440-5829) sarajane3h@comcast.net
King County Female Alternate:

Sylvia Haven (522-3943) sylviahaven@mac.com
Sergeant at Arms:

Barbara Whitt (729-7410) barbara@whitts-end.com

At Large Members:
Pat Emerson (527-1613) patemerson2906@comcast.net

Dean Fournier (364-4539) marydeanf@cs.com
Bernadette Laqueur (525-8911) blaqueur@comcast.net
Justin Simmons (736-9882) rehcana@yahoo.com
Mark Saporito (729-0430) msaporit@earthlink.net

Next Demogram Deadline: April 25, 2008

Proudly Printed by Union Labor!

What 6s new on the
Chad Lupkes
Webmaster
As proud as | am of our own website, this
month | want to highlight something on
the King County Democrats' website. You

can now submit your comments and
suggestions to inform the 2008 King

County Democrats platform. Every item of
every section of the 2006 platform is now
posted and awaiting your comments at
http://platform.kcdems.org You can
also view the platform items by section
(Education , Foreign Policy , Health Care |,
and more) or view by most

commented . You can also subscribe via
email or RSS when the Platform Committee
posts new items. Links can be accessed in
the online version of the Demogram

? ? 7Answers to your Questions? ?

Are you a new member of the 46th District Democ
or thinking of becoming one?

1 Ever been to one of our meetings and felt you
didn't understand all the "rules"?

1 How does what we do at our meetings fit into the

bigger county and state picture? Just wBat
PCO anyway?

1 I'm furious at the Bush Administration but don't
know how to channel my energy.

f How can | become involved?

Join us at thtlew Members Welcomdor a short
program about the 46th District Democrats to be h
at 7:00 pm- 7:30 pm, Thursday, April 17, 2008ust
prior to the General Membershifeeting,Olympic
View Elementary School New and longstanding
members alike are invited.
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http://platform.kcdems.org/
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=3
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=5
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/ViewSection.aspx?id=6
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/active.aspx
http://www.kcdems.net/temp/Platform2008/active.aspx
http://signup.alerts.live.com/alerts/userSignup.do?partner=spaces&ut=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/feed.rss&mkt=en-us&returnURL=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/default.aspx
http://signup.alerts.live.com/alerts/userSignup.do?partner=spaces&ut=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/feed.rss&mkt=en-us&returnURL=http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/default.aspx
http://kcdemsplatform.spaces.live.com/blog/feed.rss

|l n Case You Missed]|It
By Jan Ames, 1st Vice Chair

The March 20 membership meeting included a wrgpf the  transportation needs. He believes that telecommuting shoujd be
2008 legislative session by 2®istrict legislators, talks by two promoted.
candidates running for state positions in the fall election, and

passage of two resolutions related to the upcoming state andKenney reported that too many bills were introduced during ’Iwe

national elections. session, making it hard to get to important issues. She was
happy that teachers received more money and hoped that tifis

Legislative District Caucus would be held April 5 at IngrahamSSué Will receive rggher pﬁrlorlty nev>:/t sessh|o.n. Shealso ‘s
High School. Sixty delegates will be chosen to continue on t§ .gdrln mle nt 9d N t tha tt i ashingtonog unt:
the Congressional District caucus and the state convention. middie class residents in the state.

Chair Javier Valdez reminded the group that the16

Mclintire mentioned that the Legislature had passed a bill
improving benefits for domestic partners. He mentioned thag

future state primaries. See Statement on Supreme Court rural areas are hurt by property taxes in ways that are worsq than

Decision on page 6. David feels a primaryrua could be held in urban counties and tha; he had worked on ways to level
in Michigan using existing flugtuations oftay evaluatiopsdnrurabaregs; ; ¢ Ko dse s |
which typically is paid for by the party. He believes Florida isTde legislators then answered questions about the banking Erisis,

tougher case. He favors following the DNC rules and not  local option for public financing of elections, effect of tolls, agd
making exceptions. bail-out of bankers but not home owners.

Valdez askedavid McDonald, Democratic National
Committeeman to discuss the Supreme Court decision on

Later in the meeting, a resolution on the Michigan and Florid&ew Precinct Committee Officers Bill Kaghan (1969) and
primaries was discussed and amended, and the follawatipn Howard Fitzpatrick (2095) were introduced approved by a
was passed Therefore, be it resolved that the Michigan and voice vote.

Florida Democratic Parties Qafdezﬂrésgn?eg thet2808 Buﬁg%t%ﬁ)gﬁliéhﬁng g‘o%é’iterﬂs\')r? ro

allocation, selecting new delegates as required, such as by he expense and income sides of the budget. A motion to

caucus process generally conforming to DNC rules, getting approve the budget wagssedby a voice vote
financial assistance from the DNC as appropriate, so that thenplo g s y '

delegations may be seated with unrestricted voting powers. Membership Chair Betty Meansreported that membership

. L . continues to increase steadily, with 53 members in the 4600 club
Gerry Pollet, candidate for the 46District House seat being and 55 in the Friends of thetﬁ%lub

vacated by Representative Jim Mclintire, talked about his

experience. In the 46Pollet has been Secretary and currentliking County Female Representative Sarajane Seigfriedt
is Vice-Chair responsible for programs. An activist in Hanfordeported that the platform committee is digesting the resolutpns
Pollet is an advocate for cleanup of the Columbia River and for the King County convention on April 1Xing County
other nuclear facilities. Pollet helped pass legislation to protddgle Representative Chad Lupkeseminded everyone that tife
consumers, worked for the Growth Management Act, promotéEgft platform is on the 4BDistrict website.

affordable phone service, and wrote legislation for cleaning UR motion to suspend the rules was passed in order to discugs a
leakage from gas stations. He believes he has the leadershipe@bflition Chair Valdez ruled resolution was timely) objectin
experience to fight global warming and to bring better educatioyy t he St ate Part y' Districtrhaveg ai i rfe me n t
policies to our communities. nominating convention before May 23, weeks before the filir

Peter Goldmark, candidate for Public Lands Commissioner, date ends, to choose a nominee in legislative races and limij that
explained that this position manages and directs the Departnt&igice to the PCOs. After considerable discussion and a ngmber
of Natural Resources and that the State Trust lands support ©f amendments, the resolution that wassedpreserves the
schools & education. Goldmark raises wheat, cattle, andcafdla st ri ct 6s endor sement prodgess
on his farm in Okanogan and was named Conservation Farnfgfluired nominating convention to participationgiiy46"

of the Year. He spoke about logging practices, preserving pdiférict Democrats who sign the same pledge of being a

lands, and managing forests in a sustainable way. Democrat that was required to participate in a precinct caucys.
The cl fp Sound will be di db S The resolution allows for an alternate later date for such a
e cleanup of Puget sound will be directed by a new State o, ention after the April 5 Legislative District caucus. This|

agency, and Goldmark believes that State aquatic lands musj B4 give time for the resolution to be presented to the Stale
n

managed ecologlc_:ally and in coordmgtlon with the Puget SOLlf":grty for action by the State Central Committee. In additionj the
cleanup. A question and answer period followed his talk. — roq0)tion recommends that all districts in the state follow th
Senator Ken JacobsemndRepresentatives Phyllis Kenney . o process that the™Bistrict would prefer to use.

andJim Mclntire discussed the 2008 Legislative session.

Jacobsenmentioned the $800 million surplus and said that litfgyr more about the meeting, @@ c r et ary St arf Sor
money was included in the budget to deal with serious minutes at 46dems.com.
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SEEN ON THE SCENE

by Sylvia Haven

ESL Class Visits Caucus

by Sarah Beth Lawrence, M.A., Edmonds Community College ESL Instructor

( Edi t od&Students quotes are verbatim)

There was a great distance traveled toge ther f
el ections were none of my businesso (Jean, Kor
know the really democracy in the USA and | think it ty| s ver
China). The above two quotes are from my Edmonds Communit
the caucus and primary systems. This ESL Civics class is for adult immigrants and refugees, some of whom are consiglering fut
U.S. citizenship.

We started our elections unit by brainstorming some differences between Republicans and Democrats. Before going much furthel
some specialized electionslated vocabulary was in order: words such as liberal/conservative, issue, party, turnouetbal@tyr

next step was to assign each student to study one a@mndi dat
class: Iraq, the economy, and health care. We also kept track on a score sheet of delegates won as states hadstheir electio

The culminating event of our

the Precinct 2121 caucus held at
see democracy in action. There
Teresa, whom we knew by

as PCO at the burstirag-the-

let the students speak for them-

the day. The following are

elections unit was our visit to

the Greenwood Senior Center to

we were again impressed to see
now, bravely acting in her role
seams caucus. N o
selves on their impressions of
guotes from their journals:

AfTeresa, one of Sarahos neighbors, was a volunteer to do

the ballots statistics. After a burst of busy calculating, the

result of the first vote came out: Clinton only got 2 delegates.

Obama got 6. One was unde- cided. Second vote was Obama

7 and Clinton 2. | kind of liked Clinton € | wante
president to show there is a real democracy 4iFeng he
China

iwWe wal ked on foot. The caucus was so close to ourleteache
wanted to vote. There were some signs, iObama. 0 Wdeltt o o k
so excited. It was my first caucus in the USA. Whosaid d h e ¢

their opinion about candidates Obama and Clinton. In my country | never saw this. In my opinion, this is so demodaoatic way
v 0t € Anreta, Bulgaria

il was so surprised about the caucus el ection sysidbatebec al
about politics with neighbors in Japan. I felt whoHat cW.ud.t |
-- Maki, Japan

Meet Your Board Member: Stan Sorcher

With his insightful editorials in the P.l. and the Puget Sound Business Journal, Stan has promulgated the best progressive
thought of our Democratic Party to a wider public. He lends his intellect and genial wit to our Ex-
ecutive Board and to his other many other endeavors. He works for a labor union, serves on
Board of the Washington Fair Trade Coalition, is active in the-Blrgeen Alliance (labor and envi
ronment) and the Puget Sound Health Alliance, represents organized labor with the Puget S
Regional Council, and has served on the Washington Council of International Trade Advisor
Board.

Stan felt the need to become active in Democratic politics as a counterbalance to the many ¢pnserva-
tive influences in present civil society. This led to his decision to run for the Executive Board
can view his work as our clubds secretary
minutes on our websitesww.46DEMS.com

He reports that his ambition is to backhand a hot ground ball at short, deep in the hole, thro
and beat the runner by half a step; and make it look like it wasn't a fluke.
4
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